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Traditional Therapeutic uses of Animals among the tribal population ofWayanad
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Scient i f ic research is reveal ing an ever increasing numb€r ot t inks berween biodrversi ty and
human health. not only in terms of food resources but also with regard to materials to treat and cure
diseases. Since ancient time plants and animals, or parts of them, have been useal therapeutrcally.
Even today animal and pranlbased medicines conltnues to phy an essential role in world health care.
The study provides an account ofTraditional knowledge and health care system ofTribes inhabiting
Wayanad Districr. Tfibat people ofWayanad using j5 aninal species for the rreafment ot j0
di f ferent kinds of i l lness. The animal species used as t fadi t ional medicine by these people comprrse
of Mammals, Bi.ds, Reprjlcs, Afihropods. Annetids and Molluscs species_ Careful scientitic scrutiny
and ofrhis lradirionar knowl€dge courd lead 10 the developrnent ofthe newer and sarer drugs as well
as spur conservatron and sustainable utilization ofsuch unique habitat and resouces.
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