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Sivla Vasudevan. K. K.

Cinema v/s Literature

A b s t r u c t

The srudl analves httw literary texts are adapteel ot transfarned into scripts Jor

lilms. Literuu- adaPuia s are considered as a betler method to introduce the literary

classics ()f d perio(l to the com a musses Often a text \uill canlain a lol of camplex ideds

an lphrases thatmay not be conprehendible to rhepublic. Ordin'rry peaple aynotbeable

to c)nprehencl many of tue tinguistic, cuttur;l LompLexities discussed itl awork afli'tion lf

tlrc concepts rliscussetl in the texl dre not pertaining to the knoluledge dnd expertence oJ the

reatlen, they mayJind the ter beyand the levet aI their cotnPtehension One afthe methodr to

malrc the text eatib understandable is to substitute these ultfamiliar tenns with comman

temt and mele use offarnil idr altural situations bi the a d(qtation ofa literdty text ta a li lrl

Re{tdert decipher codes aJ texts they encaunter \or any (:ommunicatia to be qfecti')e' the

irlea thdt is ;on1,e.yetl shot'ld be wderstood clea v. For this cammunicatian sha ld takc

place effeclit'ety beh|ecn ttrc book and thc rcader Onlv a fet" "\'ill 
be able to assimiLate or

enj oy ta,h&t has been read. Tlrc tes:, wh a ute nat serious readers ' will Jind the kchnical tenns '

literdtn concepts) etc. exPlained intheboalc, ahit diJflcult tu assimildte For these categorie\

ol people a goorl adaptaion u'ill be helpful The key factors ilvalve(l in the process oJ

),lopritio, ar" o, og"rt, a s..,urce text and the ddtrpted text. Adaptatian i- afarm af cultural

lrunsLdtio dlso lnlerPretatianot'text: alr\'q)s etltails interactianswilh the texl-

Ful lPaper

Cinema or film was not considered as a creative entiry; or as something inferior' no1

even as a pmducl of aL In reality, we know that it is very difficult to realize a 1llm, as it n a

cultural piotluct also. Cormonen werc not that famiiiar with the literary classics ofthc time,

not to rn enliotr the popular literahres- Cinema began to gain popular attention once it started

to introaluce the so called 'untouchable' or 'imprcglable' classics to lhe general plblic Till

then, ihose belonging to the elile class only could enjoy the literaturcs ofthe time Cinerna

began to introduce those works to the corlrmoD people nsing ianguage and situations fami li ar

!o them. They collldblend the story to the scenario that was familiar to the general public So,

more and mbre peoplc became familiar with the literary works ofthe period Thus gradually'

filDrs attained the status of a popular medium ofart

Today, among the Academy Awards, there is a category lor adapt-'d works,

cdlebrating the writers who have taken a nov€ji, play of even otherfilms and have made thirm

thef own-by awarding them thc Academy Award for Besi Adapted Screenplay One ofthe

most receni nominees in that category x'as "lnlcrent Vice,' ofiginally a rovel by Thomas

Pynchon. This is aciually alokenofrccognitionive impafitothese adapiedmovles

Foryeals together, schoiars, especially those oflilerature' conliont this problcm ot

analysing a tex! with its vatious nuances Breakng or questioning a t€xt; dlereby
'rests.lrcturing' it helps then to assimi late d text belter'

Writing was the producl ol a multinlde of social and cultural forces; and had

countlcss influences. So a good adaptaijon had to gratii' or please the audience or readers
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