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ABSTEACT

Mealybugz are one gf the most desrucive Hemipraran pest COUIiNg GCoROmMIc
damage fo agriculmre and horticulnre planis. They appear ar wny soft bodied,
witite furzy mazz around the plant pavtz Here we have analvied the gffect and
mrensity af Mealy ug Maconellicocous hirsutus on Hibizeus roza sinesis during
the summer period of April Mgy 2011 5ince the bug mamly feed on plant
sapdamage could be ebserved n almost all body paris be leavessiem and
Jlowers Loaves have a curled and a “unchy fep” appearance. Shoois became
suntad and diztorted with the development of a black sooty mold finguz  Flowers
remmined unopened and developed yellow paiches on the petals Redness of the
Jower and size of floral partz were alto reduced. The myfestanion was found o be
sevare i 3% o 7 week and redused in 5 week. The paramaeters used for the
study revealed thai the mRciafen oxhibifed o posifive corelation with
temperaire and negaive cerrelation on raiylll. Ramgbll washed our mest qf
the Mealybugz and the return af fmvor condinion jor the sprounng qf plant.
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INTRODUCTION
Mealvbug 15 2 polyphagous pest coming under the famuly Pseudococcidas
of the order Hemaptera Mealybugs are so called because of a powdery secretions
called “Mealy wax"found on theid body Mealvbuzs ccowrs i all parts of the
world i the Pale arctic ecozone and fewer m Neotropical ecozone. The major
host plants mfested by the Mealy buz are papaya.cibus.ferns,
srapes,sugarcane cimamental plants .. ete. They appear on the plant as white
fussy white mass around the stem and leaf nodes. Females are small about 1/10
mch of an msect wath Fringes around their bodies and depending on the species
tenn tals Male mealvbugs are finy winged msects that rarely seen om
plant Females mealy bug lude their eggs in the fluffy white excretion Eggs hatch
m about 10 days producing crawlers or pyvmphs. The nymphs relocates themselves
to another part of the plant and spend within another 4-8 weeks develop o
adultMealy bug females feed on plant sap nommally m roots or other
crevices They attach themsalves to the plants and secrete a waxy laver used for
protecton They lay thear eggs in the some waxy laver for protection in quanfifies

E Swadeshi Science Movement - Kerala ISBN: 578-81-928125-2-2



