


T

(D
i{otion Ptess

Old N0. 38, New No. b

McNichoLs Road, ChetPet
Chennai 600 031

Firsi PLLblished by Nolion lrress 2017

C(]plr i lht q AJrand P 2i:)17

Ail Ri!:hts I{- 'scn'ed

l sB \  978 1-948352.13  s

fhis book has been published rvith all reasonable effbrm taken lo make the material error'free

rher the consent of f ie author No part of this book shall be used' reproduced in anv manner

,hatsoe\,er lvithonf .,^,rit ien n".,rur'un'rao- the author' e{cept in the case of briei quotations

rmbodied in critical articLes and reviervs

fhe Author of this book rs solcly responsible and liable for i$ conte'\t including but not l imited

o lhe views, representatiorrs' tr"tt' tp;;;;;' 'iut",n"nt'' lnformatron',opinions and references

*Confent"l. The Conrenr of tnit oooo tituil 'nut constitute or be construed or deemed to reflect

:he opirtiou or exPression of *t" f"tt 'r i ' f t" '  o' aditoi Neithcr the Publisher nor Editor cndorse

)r aDpro\re the Cotltcnl ol l l l ls DooK ot grt"*nt" t tre r" l iabj l i t l l  acr:Llr '1cv or completeness of

:he Content Published heteLr 
"ua 

tft '  l roi*" i t" t"] '  representations or rvarranties of anl '  kind'

rxDress or implied, including bul nol l imiled to the inlpl ied \!arranlies of merchantabil iry f i tness

:or a parricular purpose fhe put' t ' t i t"t  
"nJEAitot 

shrl l  ot L'e l iable n'hatsoever ior any errors'

lmissions, lvhethef sual, 
". ,u,, 

o. o,,r, ,r io_,i ,  .cs., l t  irour negligence, accident'  or anv olher cause

rr claims for loss ol daII1aSes ot any oi ' ta'  t"At 'aln8 *nittut l i l l t i t"Lion' lndirect or consequential

ioss or danrage arisif lg our ol Llse, '*"tt t ' t" 
"* '  

i t  
"oout 

the rel iabi l i t l i  accuracv or sufi iciency

rf the information contai i led in thls booK'



i,.
: :

Contents

i l

2 l

l l

I

:

L

,11

.15

1 l

r t

t l

G{r;. s : :iqn: Rca'iing TJturl unkttl 'hnthdti

; " , , " "  
' i  ' '  ' n ' r "n

4,.y- {-dl7.e! }ot rtrd 5ln$' vr'rn
*a*a=-r*'*." 

n""'"' hrterogrting ihe NatLrre and shiiins Rigdrlcs oiCullure

, l - ' -  . r  .  r ,  \ .  \ '  -  ,
, : . a * . . , : . ' " r ' n '  h '  J r J l n r  ( ' ' r d  n r r

g: : ,= j : r . ' .ar r le : rd Hrm'n Rights i 'L l r i t rurc:  ' \  Rerding ' t  \n iLsGhoi l

11. . . \ . . - " ' " " t  t ) r l iL  lo l ( ' i :  \  Re' i i r rq ot l ldr r  l 's rp} ls  i r idr I i  \ ' r r l

a::_."j.r.i;tn ii itsrl"t'i] r' It'15"'irhurr

-* - . . , .4 . t '  o f  Eeln in i i '  F! (nn ' l '$r '5 : :  \ \nmcn of lh i  St ' i '1s

:^ i  .a : : i1 j .  o t  5o ' r l  I I ' ! i i ' ' r r  l i rc  L r rguiSe( lomP' Ien ' !  o l thc \ 'd lh

, : -  "  
r ' . \ 'J ' ' ' , , , "1  

, ' "1 :  , . ' ,  
" " f  ' l r ' " '

= = - -  . :  r r  r h e  F r s | ' l r  I  r  r j  L r j L  t r  I \ n \ \ L L

Jo. t . : ion o icul tu ' :  A Po: t  ' loLonr!1Reldng rm Cul tu 'a l ln lp 'narrnn

C"=".. 1"t.,nt o" n'opollti's iiil the B{rPoliri'al Doublc Pl!!

r<r l rLdidr tn:  o i i  \ \ r { r* t r r1,  \ \ 'ho Lt rsnt  l -e  ior rd Holr  to  Lre 
,  . , . * - r \Lr . . . , r imNro.es

9;

l  t , l

: 1 - " : i l ; " ' i ^ ' " . ' ' " " t " ' " ' * " ' ' , t ; c .dc r r ' l ' n t ' | r i es i t r t hesc re ' t ' r \ r a r ' Lv i ramNro \ i es
-  ' "  -  . . , "a. t 'u 'U ' ' l {g i i r \ lS" i t tv :  

: \ t r  ' { tx \so i lbs 'hs Dr ' l i i  H ' r i r i '

- . - . . . - . . . n - " ' \ D t l i n l f l € ' 1 ) n r K e r ' l d o ' h ( ' n i n E  
P ' \ t r r n e n t t h r o u g h L ' r i a l L l o ' : f i i i "



Body,Self and Porver; A Study on Body Politics as Portrayed

in the Autobiography of a Sex Worker

Athira Radhakrishnan
AssisLant Protessor

Department of English

Nf.E.S Ke \!e Yam Coliege. \:alancherl '

Ahstract

E<ii and selfare two ambiguous terms which diverts the attention ofleaders to the unexplored

#, J.^"1"#."itii * eu".i pi"ce nf*otk. rle unconscious Play ofthe narratives-has a different

:& icr core,1 rather than exposrrg a mere story element in the consc':-T..,liT;)"t"t f"nr""t"t'

r l . . . ' i i  is such a made \\ 'here lhe legac,v ol Prosti lut ion has got a new coinaqe in the rrndercurrents

---.-,t".f:' ffr" dignitv attrclie'l to Lirt"'labout servcs ils $ay lo the comPlicated notions

{i id.€nljq and seli As the terms Prostilute ancl self don\ match \!'ith each' the memoir has

5-"aiJr dark sPots to lnark it l he paPef is rn nltemPt to anal\'ze how an ordinary woman who

L J*!ot. 'n 
". 

o.dinarv rvork' has rhalLeng'J the strtLrtur ' \  $rth h€r n'rme' her face' her

i=sse. her ielf_accePtance and the di"_nltv '  l re has \ho\\ rr towJ'd\ her Prore!sron
:;;;;. 

;; ,;llys.. hu'" h"' 't"ggle has L-eer undertakcn 
"'ll*1:1" 

vi'issitudes

dglr: leasmentionedalloveandthechallengesrr 'hichnrarkedherjoulneyirontnemirrglns
in its attemPt.

A;-"i;;;;il".n of por^'er lea'es a n.mber of blind spots in so'iet)' lvhi'h Prodrces

; ; ' ' ; ;  . ' ' ' '  , " . ; : ' r o *  ' | r '  c \ P  n t i o n  L l  / r b e  h  ( ; r u  '  u r e  r l r a r  r - t  b o l  i '  a

J;;;;;-.;il;:;,;, fo..,, *1i"'itl"', u'haviour' scstures' '.o!''-T:1'l.l^"j::::"1:
ati;n' (3) The nexus betrveeu body and power serves

-  3 ; - . . t  ob lects of  pol i tL ' r l  conte- t  
. . .  ,  , , t . , . .  an^! ,oh

G;;.;"i;;;a!.ii p.u*a*. r h. vrLurm '!rerted olrt ''i 'ill ll,,,, 
'^'::::::"..:::"1

;=;:;.; " ;;;n."n,'ona ."-n*.u.,1"i ,Yh-,111".:-t:'t:l::,::1':1:i,::'::.:",X:
;=,:;": ;d,,1,1 an,l an)' bc'tlr can iroltl it anii be the subiecis or objecis at their o!t'n

a"{r--r.rn and glance of tlre sir LrclLrr e



\ . , 1  i  . , : r  . r . r \  r  i ,  t , , i ! ) i ) r  ) J . . n i r ,  , r  ,  . r  L r r  ! r l .  , j r . r .  , , c  r r r ,  r r L n c : .
- i r . r . r L r . : , , i : .  r i . , i . ! i  \ r  i i L t ! r . \  i n  r i \ , . . r , i r L r \ \ . i . r L r r t ! :  l l r r ,  i  r r , , l r r , j ! r : r p l , \  i ] l  r t \  l . l l S L h  r n . j
l ' : . - . r L i r i  , , , ,  , 1 , . \ : , .  r , . r ' , r . 1 : , r . r  r r , r . . .  , 1 r . ,  r , r r l r  r L i , i r . r  , , . . , . . t r t . , r , , . g 1 . ,  r . . l r v c  i t . d
n L r r  I :  :  f , . , . i r r  n  r r r c . i r .  . , , r i .  i : r p ; . r , . i r r , . , r : r , . ] l L  r r c  I , r J , j j . r l r  \ l i r t ! i  i r n | j  i r . .
i | i r i .  r r , , .  .  r .  . I  : \  i  : i r i  . 1 . i , , , , .  , r , . , r , i r L  r  r . l  L r  . :  , I , l r  r L , \ r | | , ,  . \  r i r r  p r ) j i r i o r l  r h .  \ , o r k  r .
l i n r l \  i , , , , . , . ; ,  j j r  l r .  i i r r r . i J r  . i i r ) r 1 , ,  i l r (  r \ . r \  . h t  . r i i r j f ( l  i r  i f . r i . t h r . , r s h o u r  h e r  w o r \
\ l r . i ]  L r r ! i  . 1 ,  . . r  r , , r . i r , , r  r r  | , ,  L , r t , ,  . i |  . 1 r r f r ) r i . i  * h i . h  n r L l L i l i ( :  i h c  i . l e 0 L o s t e s  b u L  ] l s . . .
! e i r l L r f r  t .  i r t , \ . l t ! , r  L ) \  I  . r l \ t . - : t . .  ! ) i  l t . r \ . L l

\ t rr t t r l  J.  t : r l_\ ,urej  Lt  i lu,nr int .  shi  l r ,L\ .rs.J ihroush e nu| l r i ] . r  ol  prctession\ bcibft
r e . r c h i ' g | .  r r s l r l  . h o r . c  l h e r n o r ; r e ' t s h . . p , r u s . s . r 1  h L , r . h o i . . . l ) e r r s s ( . r t i o l t o f t h c s e i i b e g i n s
Her assert i rc r . leni i tv i5 iurther .rar l icd b1 hcr rn\oL\,enent as a sociai  Norker and poLit ic i r i
nrtrvrsl .

' ' l  
i rnr \ r l i r r i  \ \ ' : rs born at Kr l lor near. \mbaLlor.  im.19 vears olcl . , , (prelacc)

HeL Li istret iLrn to i rrnr:Ju ce her name and agc openl l :  shorr,s the $.av thc proiessron hasj n l l u r n . e J h . r l i i i . . H e f . o u r a g e r o u p h o l d h e r b o d l - . r n d t h r o u g h h e r b o L l r , , h c r t c i e n r i t v a n d s e l i -

prove\ t t ,  nre!1rr lxtrr  iu her l i l i
l f i L f 5 . r n J r n q  t h c  o u t e r  l i l } r i r j  o i t h e  b o c l r  a n J  l r n d i n g  a  \ \ r v  i n  t o  l h .  g h e t t o s  r s  a l s . a \ , 5  a

!t .Lrqgl.  l ( rr  r . ; i i i rn.e r i r ther th.rn l i ) f  equir l i f i  Fent.r le bodi is the si te,vhire repressron rnd
r(\rr t rn.r  *ect I  l rough i l  feprcsi .s r 'L l  f .5r\ i ) .  i t  Ls r iw:\ \  \  . r  n. \* \  , r t  constf . . t ion Realtzat ion
,r t  ( ' r . i  nrcntr l .  phr: i r : r1 .rn11 \c\Lr ir  e\pcn.n..  . ( jnst i t r-Lrcs thc !1\olefcss ot a t)odJ tso, i \ :
o. :rnq r  i  i t  { ) t  !ul t t l raJi \  Lontestcr l  nteaning\ lFoLri i ru[( ,  l l r  t l ]c Hrr l , rrr  oiscxLr] i i tv) ,  has to go
J l o n g \ . r \  n I ] t : t l i i  g r t  j  t a b u i . r  t - i s J '  J  i i r ) t n t  t ( , \ i r r l  I r . r r . s l s t r n a c .  p r L r t e s t  i h u s  r n ! o L ! , e s  i h e
iolrrul i i . i  , - in] l rdi . j r r l l  Lhe irot i r  . rnr l  resrstrrrr jc rhercbr a me.rns t()  l ind the sci i .  \ r l in i  Jalr le( la
h.rs rrglr t [  'cn,rJ tLi . ,  rc. l . r t i , rnship ! ! i rh i t  throu.qh irer bod,, .  l l r r  o\ ,r  engageneni l l rh ih.
pol i t i .5 i rr  t !c b.rd\ qaineJ her thc nc!,  st .rrus oi t l ie s" l t .

For atraining the nerv coinages ofherselfand hcr bodr. ,  she has nrct iculouslv used her
name, her tace, hcr lansuage, her sel f  acceftan.e an. l  the dignity she has sholvn tow.a.ds
h c r  p r o t e s s i o n .  l h e c u l n l i n a r i n g e t f e c t c ' f a i l  t h e s e  l u c t o r s  i s  i h a t  s h e  h a s  c r e a t c d  a  n e r h e r
v\or ld oLrl  of the othcr rvor l tL despite herr-haot ic and unstrble er istence While descr lb!ng
iboLrl  th.  l . ihouf\  rhe h. ls undert iken, ettons the l ist  of  hcr cl tvnl ine work, her job aj  a
lrouse ser\ . I t t ,  shc r \ ' i th the sante r l rn of the mi i !  qLral i tv,  talks ot her geft ing into se\uai
r !1rrK. l t  L\  onl \  o11 I  secol ld rcidinq, one is l ikelv to not ice the l lne of i l t tack of Jar leel :_
Hol she hrs qi \cn .r  ncn coioage to plost i tLrt ion crposes thc dL.hotomv bet$,ecn (erhr;
a n d  s e x  ! \ 1 ) r k . .  T h e  n o t i r t n  o i ! , o r L  t o  t h e  c L c h e d  r e s h v a v r i L i  o r  p r o s t i t u ; i o n  ( , o n r . t h  . :
l n e \ \  j n  l h d . L r l l L r r , r l  c o n r e \ l  ( ) i  K e r r l .  t h e  d j s n i L \  q r a n t e c l  t r r  j L r j h  a  c l e s p i s e c L . p r o t r . . r , , i
\ h o t \ ' i  h . r  i c i | . h  t 0 r  r h r  ' r e a L . '

. \s j . ldnr i t \  . ian inr lniLlLr.r l  i \  rh.  t r iJc.r  r . ' .urr  oihis i  her a.r iLln\  nni ]  rores, perrorrr lanrr
p l , r ! ; r \ i i . l i r o i e i n . l r l c f n r i r i r l g g r f d c . .  I _ h e r c p e t i r i o n o r  r o l c s  c o n f i r n r s  r ) r l e s  s t a t u s  a n d  i d e n i i G - _' lhu5. 

gcnJ.f  hr,  no dir t 'q relat ionship r i  i rh bod). .  Iudirh BrLr lcr r :Ls hiqhlv inf luent ial  prrJon
rD af i lct i i ls . r  rc Ll . l i r i r ior to qender and se\ur l i tv i .  hcr rv.r .L ( i rrr lL, i  Tnrrr l , le as she ar.gre:
that gencicr is te.rormative. cender,  to ButL.r  i r  rn idenrir l  tcnuoui jy .onst i tuted in i i rne.
insultel l  jn an e\ter ior spa.e thr oush a stvl ized reLr. t i t iut  oi  acts.  As such, gencler is not i -L\ .d
by sex. { t iLrt ler 6 I0).  In such r.orrrdxt.  act ion is ! !hi t  determines thc trpe. fhe perl i rmaore
r o l e p l . l \ e . i b r \ i l l i r i l r n ) e e l a a s s c \ l r , o r k e r d e t : r n t i n e r h e r t v p e H o l , s l i e v i e r v s h e r p r o f e s s r o n
and hos rhc hr i  :Lt l i r .her i  the n,r t i0ns ol  hboLrf  and digniL! i l ludes ro her imige.

, l



l t . : . int , 'ut  hc: nerrat ion she bler '  or lhe conrentronel imrrgci  1) l  idcal !1oman'bl  her
.izj::=::ot.rI \ionter on fop'anlales, rrhich jrr tu.D becorrc a blast or .onyeJlfiorrl

, i : : , r . !3aie ihe ident i t \ '  o i  r \ 'om!n She takes ser '  be|ond i ts phvsical  realm and

a.:-< : : i : i in or LdeaL \r 'h i le doing this she is actual lv in prr ui lh the zest . | \ 'h i .h

: : :  ! l , r i i i_,  l i r  her I I_r Stor,u fhc divini :  emPire granied to iove and sex in her

=i-:a.: l ,r :  in;omn-ron rnith i iru Autobrogr, lph\ ol 11 Se\ h,ofke?: Resistrnce gets
*:e:  : : :< r- : i ; l ;e oipor\er relat ion tut  necl  tops-v iurvev. l  h€re afe moments rn lvhich

: ' : i i , r ,  oi : ls o\r 'n bodyr l jor a gir l ,  i t  haPPens t i th he. menstruat ion. Later on,

'g!i:.r{ oi;3.. snc ri iontinuousl,v reminded about lhe girlisli qualitLes oi her body. ln a

6*:= 3::roae ir siqnifier signitier relationship rather than reaching a proper signilied.

aqi . . rnporn,onoi , l , r r r l jasabod! inrhemiddleof  a ipara land t€mporal  sor l i t  suchseemstobe
rhe s.hema. h docs nol impose itselfon me; it ij, rrther, . detlnrtn'c slruct!tring ai the \elarnd ofthe world

deilnitive be.ause it creates a real didle.ii. between m,v body ar.l the 'vorld
( lano t  S l  8 ,1 )

For the reversion of images, Nalini has lo transform the entire notions of body lvhich carry
Lhe stigmas of repressive ideoLogv. She l-ras deliberatelv used ima.qes and symbols which has
nothing ro do with a patriarchal cullure.

In her journev toNards the centre, she ieaps out of her conventional Pi l lars of iemininit l  to
erpose the double standards of societr. At manv points. she questions the i i{ ing of moulded
images and sexual selfcontrol stendarCs oithe societ) is ideal meestlres. She oafrates in detai l
iror( she gels into lhis proission. She was married at a t.ndcr age and soon became a mother
:r i  trro chi ldren- [he death ofher hLrsband Subramanivan pulsherin a sor{ ofghettos- For
rurturing the two children, she has tri pay her mother in Law'- \\hen alLother routes lor earnings
<t terminated, one ofher t i iends mentions about Rosa Chechi. When asked abour ihe kind of
eh  rhe  an . r . . r  * r \  qu i l c  Lon lu - i rg .

'lbu'll have to go along wi|h'a mirn, she replied. No one would openly mention rbout
letping rogether or 'cx. (21)

if ithin her friends commenl, 'men need women,'(21) she gets the real sense of the term.
& ber first occasion of'using the bodyl she describes thc experience lvilll her first client the
**--eman as 'very tenderl Even she opts the will to openly admit that, "m,v memories of him
-.i|armer than my memories of Subbarettan l'( 26 )

l1'fthin no time it was provetl that "men can both be tendcr and cruell' (26) The day after
ie lad this rvarm experience, she was arrested b,v the orders of the samc police official who
$e<rl bd Nith hcr The do[ble standrrds opted by societv in case of prosti tut ion and not 'sex

qual i t ies of a woman includc maintaining stereoq,ped i I1lages, a.cept ing orders Arld

to.estr ict ions and valres [ ' i lhout stoicism. The male authored texts about wol l lc l

, . ,  *=r_ oSrrousLl have its erplanation rn her l i i i  events. I t  $as lhe societ! r, 'hich pushed frer
ie-"  L iat i  the same socieiv conolaincd ar id madc hucs and cr ics of her inyolvement in the

i1€ feminine qualities, which include modesq', softness, chastitv. virginity aDd so on.
iies are enlbraced as the heroism of w_omen. 'lb be heroic, mcn must do actions. For

'S*€:s :.,ion involves the passive acceptance ofr.alues and societ:rl nornls- Theperformance
:d dl:rJual is suppofted and altered bv the eKisting stfucture. Contrarr to the readers'
:* !*" .  oi lhe t i t le as a tale of sexual adr-cntures, lameeLa talks in detai l  about teminini tr



l l r l i .  l r . : r  r . i r r : r  n  _ r  . , L i , i  . .  \ : . ! : t ! : .  . l r  l i r L r r , r  i i  L : , . j . L l r : r . i l r o '  1 , j  b r r J i .
5 !  \ ! . r i  r \ l i n J t \  . j r .  c l . r L r ,  ,  r ' , .  . | L r , _ i .  , , ,  r . t , ' r  r  r : r r  r h .  t ) , ) . |  i r l r  r h r , ) L r { h  ] ] r r f  p r ; ) l r . . r r o r  r i
'usr. . !  

l l l f  lJ l )d!  l l r r  r  rrk i :  i r ! , i .L i ;1r! ! ! r : r1) i r , ) t  r1. , ,  . ! ' l r [ ) f . r t io ir  oi  f ( i fa of i . \udi  t intasids. bi l l
a n o P c  d ! : i i . , r . r n L i L r  1 ) l  l L r i  ! , r r r j r . r l i r i l r  i ) f l h r ) e l r  r h r o u s [  h e r s e r ! \ o r h  S h c  p o r t r J i s  h e r s e l t  r ;  r
. t J n l n l L , r i \ 1 , r l n r ) r h L r i r . r : h c r  o r l  l i [ i  a n . t c ] L : l i k . o n  m x t f e t s  f . l . r t c d  t o i e r  \ . r ' h i l e  s t r e  i l n d s
r . r , n r l t r i . r [ ] l !  1 L l l , c  n r t  I  i i | l r . . . h c  L i o , , s  r r r t  i i n d  r r  1 \ i r h  r o r n e  o t h a r s  i h c s c  p r o n o u n c e ; r e n r s
arcnolth. | ] \uir l  rLrf  , ,1 tr . r  c\ fr . tcd t i rm aLerr l i tcrr 'Lrnran F(rf  . r  rronlan to put hel  desrreson
dr\ .uisr, f  t !  r , l l rn l ()okct l  r !  h .1)| lcnlpt.  \"Lini  fanrL'cla s vior i  pr r^ cs i rs r \1rr th in thi \  resle.t
S h e p o ' c r h e r s c l t  a : . r t n r . a l t ( ) t l r e s ! ) . j e t v i r \ h c r d r c l e r . L L i o n s o n i h c i o . . r l l e d  l o f b i d d c n  t r u t r s '

The (ork hrs i ts ( f . \ l r  pro\ i5ions to ceptore momcnts of NaLinr fanreeia ns i rn ordinarl
\oman. I t  i \  her ordin.rrv lar.  rr 'ontrn r tdtu\ ! \ 'h i .h grants her the mett le to uphol, .1 herselfas
.r  \ l r I rrrn \  r lh idcnt i l :  Hcr scl f  re\exl ing natLrr.  is the hal l  nark ol thc aurobrograph\, ;  lvhcfe
h. i thout i t l r \  het i l . r l r r)n\  she srrcs!.s her n.tmc. hcr f .gion, her lor.r l i r r .  her lamil ia l l ineege, hcr
r e l d t i o f ! h i i ) j  i r i l L l  h ! - r  , r s c  I i e r  r h o i e l l l i i s i i L l l r r l c ! c n t \ r a r i c q i r r r . l L r ! s r r L r c t u r e \ o l - t ; e l i n g s a n d
emotion\ l . ikc e! cr \  () t l r ( : l  ! \1rnt. l  ,  5he loves rt l  h.rvt  I  t lnt i l r ,  k ic l5 and a l tel l  !et t led existence.
As l i te has in sl(rk- t i f  her e 'ag.L ofqurtc LlLi ierent erents. shc gocs with the l l (nr and stanclc
t i rmh i l  the \oi l  she i5 in.

" l f  vour l i t i  is ; r  str  LtggLe to sun ive and to support  other s,  thcn vou \ ! 'on t  be concerned with
i lhelher thc i i ) rk vou crn sct is digr] i l ied or not.  {J l1e nrust enlphasise the meaninqlessness of
this Ll i r ide orcr an, l  o\ . f  rgrnr.  i I  d i f tcrcnr !"avsl ' ( , \ f ier1\,ord)

ln a \ar l . rmeela cven problenrat ises rhe qucsrion ofdignit l ' fhe agc old dei ini t ions of
dignit l  tL lds .r  t resh air  r" ' i th her.  Prost i t , r t jon has ah.?rs i reen sir .en a derogatorv statu: i  in ihe
societv rvhcre 5e\ui l l  scl t lcontr l ) l  is the dictum \\ . i lh in the pl l lars ol  parr iarchal modernl tv
bodv is pcrceived i ts a . lo je. i  lntrgc ( l1r;sei l  in rhe scnse, i r  does not have the pro\ ' is ions t(r
nove out of the iiieel images. \\ihcreas the sex $'ork ilrants the provisbn lir an upen imrge
in l 'h ich none oi the trei ts rre being hicidcn i l  a sex worker!  bodr ' lhe use ofred l ipsl ick
aluars has an agc old i rsso. i r t ion tr i th prost i t l r tcs. \Vi th ^ laLini  Jameela thines are grantcd a
nc\! 'e\ trr . t ron. 

_lhough 
the i . rbtur has beerr i r t t r ibutcd an open in1i1ge, strckr q the bodv to

patr iarchal \ lcrcot\_pes ere l r fgcl \  . rb\dnt hc.. .  L) iqrr i t r  i5 qranteLl to fhe [bour through such a
re al ignmenl

lameeh loes to er ertend to . ! tpLLrre thc h| 'pocr is ies o1 societv Ll l  punishi i lg the sex workers
invoh'ed in the'cf imel whi le the cl ients are on ihc si l f i  s i i le.  Her involvemenl h, i th jb 'alamukhi
grants her strength to pooh pooh on this tradi t ion.

" l fser i  is the oftcncc thc there is ond more person lrho musl bc punishcd. Horv come rha!
tel low is ner.cr punished? lsn' t  he an oi fender too? (39)

lb her sel i  \ ' 'ork i r  a ser iolLs profession ha\. i r rg i ts own legacv. She talks about the
dge old l radi t ion oi  Ammachi\ .erdukai lLrd Der,adasis.  At the sxme t ime. she vehenent ly

attacks thr usi(gr ol  ug\\ '  nrmes \ ike 
'pct i i  

xnd ' r l t t i l  
She even pro.\aims her \ iberal ist

pr onounccments on sc\ $ or k.  \ \ rhcn she hrs the f leedonr to choose a ci icnt,  a house rvi le

hes to go the batter ing. , { t  one point,  ihc ofenlr"  admits thaf shc lets hcr own daughter to
take sex work as her protessir)n i f  she Llesires i t .  In a socieiv noted for i ts h,vPo6115r ' ,  t1, .
\ r i th her 'unique pfotcs\ ion'  s lrn. ls as .r  blo\  to i l .

_ I  
h e  b o o k  ! e r  !  e s  i t s  p r r r p o s e  w h e n  \ a l i n i  l r m c c l a  i s  v c r y  l i c . r l  i n  e K p l o d i n . s  l h e  i n t r i . e c i e s

l n ! o l ! e l l  t | r  t h c  p r c l c s s i o n  I h c  h ' L r | k '  r s  n o t  a  b . ' d  o f  r o s e s  , L s  u n d e r s t o o d  b i  t h e  c r o l | d ,

::

-



rs r lrrL e\irr !  other Jobs thi j  Lrue hir t ts o!\rn thfeat\ Shc penlled oLLt t l \o episodes where
she  used  hc r  Ln tL lLgence  to  rLLn  ou l  o i  l t .  l _hcsnea l l . es ,ape l . romBrahmaku la r r rg lngand
o the r  dav  l rom an . ru to  r i cksha \ ! . l r i r t r ,  Chandran . . * "n ,p l i f i " .  r hc  dangers  j nvo l vec l  j n  i t
B]- enurnerating thc subrlcries and nuances of the '",r,  

k'  sh. r, inr.r,r 'ei i  in, ,he bLri l , ts Lrp
the blocks shreldl l  to nrake rt seem l ike an ort l inarr \ !1)l1la nairating hcr orcl inarl.  l i t i
and her quire ordinarl r iork l t  is l_ron thjs ordinarincss, the t i t le garn;d i t j  momentum.
The  co inage ' sex  work 'has  becone  an  accep ted  usage  w i th  the ;me  the  reaoers  nave
reached the last page. All  the suspicions regarding the term and its implementations prove
rvorthless through this l i terar,v pursLrit  of Jameela. -

The n'hole narrative patterr is xdorned l, i th her use of language. l .he $,ay she used
her r lords and r.ocabuiarr.shorvs her.clel iberate choiccs. Nalini laJeela. in a rvay, i i l1hrs
\rrth the tangLrage to granl the dignrtr rn,- i  honour to herseli throuelt the professioD, and
ihere bI revert ing thc polver stralcgr€s involved in .ser rvork. lorthere in the work hasjhe mentioned the term prosti tut ion or veshr.a, norvhcre she uses derogatory terms. Her
uncannv eve for ninute detai ls etched out in casu:rl  conversatiod stv[ shows her neo
liberal ist tradit ion. Her l inear narratrr-e with occasional zig zag mo,rements i , ,  o *uy oozes
ort the great nessage she carries about sex work, rvhich to her is not a physrcat, marerial
irtercourse, but a pursuit which gfants her the freedom ofchoice.

S € r  ( o r k e r s  a r c  f r e e  i n  f o u r  r e s p e c t s  \ \ ? . d o n r h d . e r o c o o k r a r e h u s b a n d . N e d o n , t h a l e r o a s k k r . h ! \
lr.misslon to raise our kjds as t{. dce.r fir: n. doni have to .rn irier a husba.d claimrn3 r,gn6 ro nrs
ao9e.11:(107)
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