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Introduct ion

Feminism and postmodernism share a par-

adoxical relationship that both inlorm the

contentions of the mo as well as rhreaten to

underminc the claims of either' Postmodern-

i$ qu€stioning of any claims of universel

truth abets the leminist questioning ofhistor-

ically constructed authoritarian structfres of

oppression. Yet postmodernism "rhreatens

femini ,ms pol r icJ er",-rrcrparory ptoie' t

and 
'breaches the link beween politics and

scholarship which has formed dle imponant

SITUATING CONTEMPORNRY FEMINISM

IN THE POSTMODERN CONTEXT
Najla T Y

Assistant Prof*sor, Dept. of English,

MES K.V. M College Valanchri

Abstract

bases for the generation

knowledge"(Jackson, 1998:

feminisr engagement with con

ory has often been Problemaiic as nd

to reifi the accusations that

ing removes the sting from ferninisai;

ing in ahe sidelining of issues of socil

sion. These fears are Lrnbunded as

and theory rather than constiruti'ga'

my transcend such neat divisions to

localized contexts thereby heiping to

cridcal edge a:rd exPlararory oowr

I will attempt in this PaPer to w
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ics end i !s impLi.at ions on contcmPorary rem

inist theory'

P o s t m o  d e r n  f e m i n i s t  d i a l e c r i c s

Postmodeurisrn's skepticism of absolrne

L r , . r l '  .  . .  r ,  r r ' r r o r n  i  '  '  r  r r n o a  t ' J ' i '  r r

of tra.litional suucrur's Boih reitente fhe

construcrerLness of knowledgc emanaLtng

l , o n  p e . r '  o  r " -  f l  r ' g r ' o r  o l  I l c

srable, pre'social self rn'l the dismanrling ot

the possibility of :r dhernbodied rationaliry

p .  i  : ,  b o  , r '  ' n o d ' r n ' n  I n d  ' m r | r '

'llcse concrrrenccs in rcleas do nor' hoivever'

project ,r happy alLirnce Postmoderntsm can

be seen ro be rt oil<]s s'irh 
'rhe 

Projecr of in-

tellectual feminism sincc ir Lndermlnes rnc

".  "n pr ,  '  r ' rc rJ '  r '  'u I  : 'F ' lL" i :  i " ' :

instearl the worlcl is scen as lluid rnd con

stentll shifring so rh:rr Pcrsisrenr inequalities

of genda, .lass €r$cd'(ibid: 9)

r - . r  '  '  1 . \ F n l e  o r  r h - | r i " t

project cJLing lor a selectn'c esociation rvnh
'  g  r \ epusrmodcrLr n r tPrrurrr l '

founclaLionalsm in a1L borvledgc and rccept-

ing provisional lv the humtrn need to l rvesr Ln.

lh.rb Hassar'r definirion of Postmodern-

ism as an 
'rntrnomian movemenr that as_

surncs e vrsr unrnaking of rhc Vestern mind'

, :  r g ' r  , . ! ' , , .  . c , r ' '  ' r r ' ; ' c

J . ,  . c  , r  g  -  n - \  r : n  . , r - r  . r '  o . r  "  n  - n d

<liflerence Scyla Benhrbib (1992) cires Jane

Ir l r t 's charecter iz3ion of the postmodern

concl iLion as subscri t r ion to rhc rhes's of rhc
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ilearh of Man, History and c'f Metaphvstcs

The postmo<1ern proclamarion ol ih- Dtrth

c,f N{all rejccn all essentialisr conceprio's ol

human being or naru'e L{e is reduced ro a

n , e  u b "  P : r ' r '  n E  c d  e C  b 1  ' I

ti6c, culorr.rL -:nd cthical pracrices Fenirttsm

p o . i ' .  r \ ' r  e  r d -  r d  t r '  r "  c L l r '  (

is one such cmcirl contcr where the purport-

" , r 1 ,  n  r t r J  ' r b , r '  :  r '  r  L ' \  d i  "  
'

pracrices. Sirnilrly, rhc idea of Llisrory $ rh€

oarrariv€ of rh€ Progfess of MUl Privilcges

and presupposcs the value of unirv' homoge-

nciry, torality, closure and identity 
' All of

lhich havc bcen upmrnec{ bv nov'bv rhe

postmodcrnist proicct that exPoses rhe hrg-

mertation aod hete'ogenciry of cxpeLience of

J i q . , c  t , o r ' P  F l ; r  " m  n  -  ' l - :  ' P  i

.ion of History as :r narrxtive eneendered by

\0hite, mele subjccr Posidons

daring of rvomcn's exPeriences'  l .  Por€nr tooL

for femhist endeavours'

Nlost importantly, thc Dca$ oi Nlcta-

physics rejecrs :11 pretexrs of loundationalisn

Vrstern philosophv is brsed on a metePrlysrcs

u r  I c - n  . l o r r o d r n  r  l " r  ' '  I  P o :

biliry of ever reaching rhe ukimatc re'rLitv at

rhe end of Lhe philosophicJ ctucst for rhe Re-

rl. lt negates the idea of knorvledge as the re-

f lect ion ol 'an indcpcndendv cxisdng u'orLd'

'Ilerc is no objectivc aurh rca'ly rc be discov-

ercd that is indepcndcnt of the scicnri6c' cLLL

r - r J  r c  J "  r r  F r i .  n  l "  r '  r l '  r  o r ' ' r r  :

Ileideggers narrative offie end ofmetrphvr

ics ltter dcveloped bv Derrida critique dre
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