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SITUATING CONTEMPORARY FEMINISM
IN THE POSTMODERN CONTEXT
Najla TY

Assistant Professor, Dept. of English,
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ics and it

Abstract bt

In this paper, I propose to engage in formal theorizing of feminism thereby ¢ a .
ized contexts. The postmodern anti-foundationalism stemming from the theses of death of»
ry and metaphysics decentres feminisin and threatens to flatten all experience s c bratioe
embodied ‘view from everywhere’. This nihil stic and ultra-relativist posil : 2
rational coberent subject and thus the enlightenmer f )
sich knowledge is achievable; making tbep 'f-fim;:_'- proje

ver, be at lo

inism and postmodernism need not, howe

cess of strategic selection that suggests common grounds
theoretical stances that rather than deconstruct offer a reconstruction of new realities while

edging the need to accommodate alterity. This will include real time differences in ground
and warrant the presence of feminisms rather than a monolithic tradition of Western feminim

for the two to reconcile differences

bases for the generation of
knowledge”(Jackson, 1998: 9).

feminist engagement with contempa

Introduction

Feminism and postmodernism share a par-

adoxical relationship that both inform the

: o a en problem tcas i
contentions of the two as well as threaten to ry has often been p blemati

: : ; to rei e accusations that extensive
undermine the claims of either. Postmodern- reify the accusations :

ist questioning of any claims of universal . P [EMOVES the sting from femis
e i ; ing i idelini i of soc=
truth abets the feminist questioning of histor- ing in the sidelining of issucs .

: o - sion. These fears are unfounded as e
ically constructed authoritarian structures of n. These fears are unfound =

: : «  and theory rather than constituting 2 2
oppression. Yet postmodernism threatens d theory rather than ¢ Hng

S Ees L ; ; my transcend such neat divisions 10 &
ferninism’s polidcal, emancipatory project ¥, e h

and ‘breaches the link between politics and localized contexts thereby helping ©

critical edge and explanatory power &

scholarship which has formed the important
1 will attempt in this paper to ex==
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postmodernist critique of Western metaphys-
ics and its implications on contemporary fem-

inist theory.
Postmodern feminist dialectics

Postmodernism’s skepticism' of absolute
truth claims mirror feminism’s remonstration
of traditional structures. Both reiterate the
constructedness of knowledge emanating
from specific locations. This negation of the
stable, pre-social self and the dismantling of
the possibility of a disembodied rationality

persist in both pdstmodemism and feminism.

project a happy alliance. Postmodernism can
be seen to be at odds with ‘the project of in-
tellectual feminism since it undermines the
attempt to understand structural inequalities:
instead the world is seen as fluid and con-
stantly shifting so that persistent inequalities
of gender, class or ‘race’ are erased’(ibid: 9)-
This negates the very bases of the feminist
project calling for a sclective association with
postmodern contentions in repudiating the

foundationalism in all knowledge and accept-

metanarratives.

[hab Hassan’s definition of Postmodern-
ism as an —antinomian movement that as-
sumes a vast unmaking of the Western/mind”
highlights the emphasis on deconstruction,
decentring, demystification, discontinuity and
difference . Seyla Benhabib (1992) cites Jane
Flax’s characterization of the postmodern

condition as subscription to the theses of the
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These concurrences in ideas do not, however,

ing provisionally the human need to invest in
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death of Man, History :1_r1d of Metaphysics.
The postmodern proclamation of the Death
of Man rejects all essentialist conceptions of
human being or nature. He is reduced to a
mere subject position engendered by scien-
tific, culturalgand ethical practices. Feminism
posits that gender and its associated practices
is one such crucial context where the purport-
edly neutral subject is situated by discursive
practices. Similarly, the idea of History as the
narrative of the progress of Man ‘privileges
and presupposes the value of unity, homoge-
neity, totality, closure and identity 7 All of
which have been upturned by now by the
postmodernist project that exposes the frag-
mentation and heterogeneity of experience of
different groups. Feminism finds this exposi-
tion of History as a narrative engendered by
White, male subject positions unaccommo-
dating of women’s experiences, a potent tool

for feminist endeavours.

Most importantly, the Death of Meta-
physics rejects all pretexts of foundationalism.
Western philosophy is based on a metaphysics
of presenice. Postmodernism denies the possi-
bility of ever reaching the ultimate reality at
the end of the philosophical quest for the Re-
al. It negates the idea of knowledge as the re-
flection of an independently existing world.
There is no objective truth ready to be discov-
ered that is independent of the scientific, cul-
tural and aesthetic milieus that construct it.
Heidegger's narrative of the end of metaphys-

ics later developed by Derrida critique the
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