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Dismantling the Metanatratives of the
“Postcolonial World: A Study of
Kiran Desai’s The Inheritance of Loss

Napia T. Y.

Kiran Desai’s novel The Tnheritance of Loss explores the vaf
nuanced existences that ate the legacy of colonialism. Set in thi
times of the Gorkha insurgency, the novel examines !

ﬁaogmgmﬁn existence of the characters situated on diverse
on the spatial and temporal axis altered irreversibly by €¢
contact. The novel showcases an array characters that ¢XCNIH
the vatious figures of colonial resistance in narrative alteriit
between the pristine remote village of Kalimpong and the 1 :
urban New York. It also alternates beteen the colonial pasl il
the present. In this study, I propose to analyse IKiran Desal’s A
to refute the possibility of eradicating nationalist affi
entirely for the establishment of a homogenous cosmopu

world ordet.

Thtee narrative threads run parallel W:Hn:..c,_uﬂnw__ by eadli’
throughout the novel. One anveils the formative il
Jemubhai as he struggles to make the most of an educiy
father had paid m_.nmmq for. The other two set in the #0) |
the lives of Sai and Biju in 2 remote village in the periphe

M@ most representative of metropolises, respeetly
AUNE:

sl ._..ﬂm..m... ii:oe

A Study of Kiran Desai’s The 1
Jemubhai’s encounter with colonialism left irn, soul1ekt itk e
Biju live in the aftermath. |

Colonization

Q.WBGUTE is the Q:Eﬁwmmm:m& moﬁo:.ﬁmma native who has willingly

and painstakingly imbibed the culture and ,
native identity. Born to 2

fhabits of the colonial

master to a total reprobation of his
father who served at the lowest rung in coutt he £05€ 0 OCCRlY
the highest seat of justice. But the joutney to the ﬂ,ow was nﬂ;_m_:_é
not rosy for Jemu. The Shitife resouICes of his family g.wn_u,.w directed
to manufacturing a native colonizl mastet: After all, his father had
reasoned, why aim for mediocre when you can teach the very
top. Jemu shared his fathet’s enthusiast? for the plan; the
L ecution however did fot prove 10 e a piece of cake. Jemu was
on his way to step into the <hoes af the master. He was

embarrassed of his lump of pickle wraPpP© :
: of newspaper” (Desal i
ur of love overboard:

dina bundle of puris;

onions, green chillies and salt ina twist
He threw the fruits of his mothet’s labo :
“Undignified love, Indian love, stinking ungesthetic love = the

monstets of the ocean could have what sh bray
o GUmmm..h 38). This was the

ecome English and reject

e had so bravely Wupnrng

getting up in the predawn mush

beginning of his lifelong endeavour tO© b ; i
anything and everything Indian. Little did he realise that striking

his roots, with very little to fall back o1 could cost him his selfs

Jemubhai voluntarily even enthusia e
colonial inscription resulting in he creation of a mirmic man who
was easily a member of Macaulay’s ‘class of persons Indian {0

blood and colout, but English in tastes, OP .
i intellect’, But the Hmw_..o&ﬁnﬁou by mimicry results in

the same, but not quite’ (Bhabha 86)-

inions, in motals and

“almost

“The smell of dying bananas Hnﬁmmﬂnnr oh, but that just el

the stink of feat, and_loneliness H.unﬂmmn&%

exposed’ (Desal A8).







